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HISTORY OF THE PIONEERS AND INDIANS OF CROW CREEK

Af te r t a l k i n g to Ross, a descendant of John Ross, and other Indians,
Richard Crow, authentic Chief of Cherokee Indians at Cherokee, North Carolina,
I g e t a glimpse of how Indians f e l t as they were rounded up and forced to go
to the Indian Ter r i t o ry and leave t h i s beau t i f u l v a l l e y, the i r Happy Hunting
Cround, It was t r u l y a t r i a l of t e a r s , I learned f rom mymother, a grand‑
daughter of Andrew Taylor, who surveyed a l l of North Alabama vh i l e the Indians
were s t i l l in Alabama and Tennessee, they l i v e d o f f of buffa lo t ha t roved up
and down Crow Creek, Sequatchie Va l ley, ove r i n t o Middle Tennessee, The
fi r s t white se t t le rs b u i l t a l o g house and a buffa lo turned the house over
and k i l l e d the fam i l y and h i s f r i c nd rounded up t h i s herd and k i l l e d s i x a t ,
‘or near, McMinnville, Warren County, Tennessee,

The black bear were p l e n t i f u l u n t i l t he N . C . and St. L , Railway began
b las t i ng f o r the tunnel through the mountain between Cowan and Sherwood, ‘Then
they l e f t . My uncle, Hamp Stewart and Howard while deer hun t i ng
on the mountain at t he head of Paint Rock, and Bib Cook k i l l e d the l a s t bear.
Their dog had it bayed, .

Daniel Boone a l s o k i l l e d bear in Crow Creek Va l l ey. I found a beech tree
about 70 years ago marked "D Boone K Bar", two mi les west of Anderson, Tenressee,

t o v

Before the Indians were taken to the Ind ian Te r r i t o r y, there was a la rge
number of whites and Indian mixed t h a t fl e d to the mountain betweel L i t t l e Crow
Creek and L i t t l e Coon, They b u i l t Shavis Town, cleared up about 100 or more
acres and cul t ivated i t , pu t t i ng out an orchard , They ra ised Winesap apples,
peaches, corn and dug ginseng, besides hunting f o r a living.

The older men were vory r e l i g i o u s . They were mixed w i t h Portuguese.
W i l l i s Shavis named h is f o u r sons a f t e r the Apostles, one Andy or Andr.ew,
John, Peter and Nathaniel, Obe had one g i r l named Elizabeth Shavis. They had
two preackers, John Pressley and Brother Forsythe, an Ind ian , ‘They would preach
and convert the youngwnen and g i r l s and br ing them dow to L i t t l e Crow Creek
to baptize them, They believed r i g h t l y t h a t t hey were to be buried in baptism
in water. They knew the Bible. ‘ I don ' t know where they learned the Bible as
ve r y few could road o r w r i t e ,

While mygreat grandfather, Andrew Taylor, was surveying in North Alabama
f o r the United States Government, they gave h ima cra te of p i c k l ed beef
tongues and one n i g h t he put them in a s p r i n g , one m i l e West f r an Gonce, Alabama,
t o soak out the s a l t ami he l e f t a tongue down i n the sp r i n g , t h e Shavis people
found it and named the spr ing "Tongue Spring", The water was so s a l t y they
ca l l ed it Sa l t River and it s t i l l goes by t h a t name. They used Jennets to
ca r r y t he i r corn to m i l l , I used to g r i n d f o r them at Gonce, Alabama, My
- fa ther had a m i l l r u n by water f rom a dam above our home, I helped him as a
m i l l e r , They would come t o m i l l t o g e t meal and g r o c e r i e s , They would p u t rocks
i n sacks t o balance the l o a d o f g r o c e r i e s ,

My great grandfather, Andrew Tay lo r, came from Edinburgh Col lege in
Scotland; he was a teacher of Mathematics, He came to Kentucky, then to
Alabama, surveying f o r the United States Gove rnmn t , They had to cut t h e i r way
through cane in the va l l e y while the Indians were s t i l l in t h i s North Alabama
country. :



Crow Creek got i t s name from Crow Town, an Indian Vi l lage. There were

three Crow Towns between Chattanooga and Anderson, Tennessee -- one at the
Running Water Bridge near White Side, Tennessee, one at the mouth of Crow
Creek, Stevenson, Alabama, and the l a r g e s t at Anderson, Tennessee,

Some time before t h e Indians were taken out of Crow Creek Val ley, an
Indian by the name of Shumake had a reserva t ion o f 60 acres a t what we ca l led
Caperton Place, near Gonce, Alabama, Shumalke went d o w to Crow Town at the
mouth of Crow Creek and s t o l e two ponies and brought them back to the Shumake
Reservation, Three Indians came and stayed a l l n i g h t w i th Shumake and next
morning, a f t e r breakfast, t hey t i e d him to a dogwood t r e e and whipped h im u n t i l
they go t hot . Then they u n t i e d him and r o l l e d him i n the snow and sang, "Hot
Shumake, Ho t " , They would whip him aga i n and r o l l him in the snow and sing,
"Hot Shumake, Ho t " , Shumake Hollow goes by t ha t name y e t . It is one m i l e from
Gonce, Alabama, Shumake sa id he would not s t e a l any more ponies f rom these
Indians. "They l i k e d to beat meto death", says Shumake,

There were fi v e thousand Indians in the Va l l ey before they were taken
t o Indian Te r r i t o r y i n 1838,

My g rea t g rand fa the r o f Kentucky and Temessce was a b ro the r o r cousin
of Zacharia Taylor (Old Rough and Ready),

My mother, Jane Tay lor Lovell, granddaughter of Andrew Taylor, said I
was l i k e t h e Taylors in many ways, Polk ca l l ed f o r 2,000 volunteers f o r
Zack Tay lo r ' s army in Texas ami 20,000 men volunteered; t h a t is why Tennessee
is ca l l ed the Volunteer State. Polk took h a l f of Zack Taylor 's men and
Montozuma heard about i t , and attacked Zack, bu t Zack defeated him and went on
to take tho Alamo, Monteray, and captured Montozum, Hewas a hero and ws
elected President of the United Sta tes ,

HOW TO KEEP WELL

I amwr i t i ng a book on how to keep w e l l and most people are made s im i ‑
l a r l y , I haven't spent the n i g h t i n a hosp i ta l i n a l l my l i f e , more than 86
years, I collaborated w i t h Lee Merrtwether, who died recent ly at the age of
103 years and wio was Chief Medicine Man of the Crow Indians, and mymother,
who died at 08, who reared eleven children of he r own and two grandchildren,
never had a doctor “ in t h e fam i l y bu t once or twice a year,

Lee Neriwether j u s t mentioned though 103 years of age was always young at
h e a r t , Hewas an author, lawyer, wor ld t r ave l e r and unredoubtable Southern
gentleman, During h i s v i s i t to Nashville in 1960, he at t r ibuted h i s longevity
to "good l u c k " , He sa id he had been Snoking f o r 70 years and t h a t he walked
over Germany in 1885, His l a s t v i s i t to Middle Tennessee occurred in May
1965 when he v i s i t ed re la t ives at Clarksville and Nashv i l le , Hewas a d i s t a n t
cousin of several Clarksvi l le area residents and of Mrs. Ju l i e t Meriwether
David, 3910 Woodmont Boulevard, Nashvi l le,

I wo t e to Mrs. Lyndon Johnson t e l l i n g he r I was w r i t i n g a book telling
people how the pioneers of Kentucky, Alabama and Tennessee stayed w e l l ,
Mrs, Johnson refer red by l e t t e r to G, Stanley Beene and he advised meto tu rn
m ybook o n how t o re l i e ve a r t h r i t i s and many other diseases over t o the
doctors ,



I cured an o ld colored man vho l i v e d one mi le west of Stevenson, Alabama.

Two doctors wanted to have me a r r es t ed because I cured th i s o ld man, Tuck
Jinen, t h e y had g iven him up to d i e , They wanted to do t h i s mos t l y
because I had n o P h d o r l i cense t o p r a c t i c e , I d i d not charge him any ‑
t h i n g and have never charged f o r my s e r v i c e s , Tuck Jinen l i v e d 1 5 years
a f t e r t h a t t i m e , That was about 10 years ago. He said he never had another
pa i n , G,. Stanley sa i d there were eleven m i l l i o n people s u f f e r i n g f rom
a r t h r i t i s and there r e a l l y wasn't a c u r e , H emust have p u t medow a s a
Nerack po t " . There may not be a cure, b u t I wish to leave t h i s l i t t l e
book of my remedies because I be l ieve in them,

People came f o r 300 miles and I have never f a i l e d t o . r e l i e ve a case
o f acute a r t h r i t i s i n fi v e minutes o r more. Yet, there are people w i t h i n
two miles o f m et ha t w i l l not l e t m etouch them. I a mtoo o ld t o l i e , I
can cu re any case o f a r t h r i t i s , headache, h i g h per tension i n a few minutes,

My f a t h e r was s i c k and the doctors prescr ibed medicine a n i he got
worse , He q u i t a l l medicine and began d r i n k i n g one g lass of h o t water one
hour before each m a l , He l i v e d to be 9) years o ld . He believed in walk‑
i n g . Hewalked two mi les each day, Hedicted, l i v e d on two sof t -bo i led
eggs, toast, d r i e d beef and l e t t u c e and a p r i c o t s and drank Postum, m i l k and
a l i t t l e w i n e ,

To prove the success of o l d remedies: - there a r e 105 senior c i t i z e n s
reared on Crow Creek a n i most of them l i v i n g w i t h i n 35 mi les of Anderson,
Tennessee, 63 of these are men and 2 women, The usua l t h i n g , t he men ou t ‑
l i v e the women, The ments average is 80,8 and the women's 80,6; a l l are
s t i l l ab le to go and come to church,

F i rs t , I would advocate washing of the hands before each meal - t h i s
is an o ld Jewish custom

Old time sayings ami quo ta t ions t h a t a re proven:

"Laugh and the vor ld laughs w i th you, weep and y o u
weep a l o n e , "

tan ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cu r e , "

"A s t i t c h i n time w i l l save nine."

"A h i n t to t h e wise is suffic ient . "

Remedies t h a t have feon t r i e d and proven by the w r i t e r f o r 60 years
wi thout a f a i l u r e : - ‑

ARTHRITIS is inflamed nerves caused by many th ings , such as acid in
the blood which is caused by ca t i n g acid~forming foods.

TREATMENTS: Pressure on the nerve on top of the shoulder (Diagram 5
and 6) which contro ls the nerves of t he e n t i r e a rm , Pressing on the arm
socket w i l l fi n d a so re place, work arm and press on nerve (Diagram 5 and
6 ) u n t i l soreness i s r e l i e v e d ,

ARTHRITIS in h i p is caused by inflamed s c i a t i c nerve in h i p or l e g .
That nerve cont ro ls the en t i r e l e g and lower back. Press on j o i n t (Diagram
9 and 11) and you w i l l fi n d a sore place there. Press hard w i th p a t i e n t

* l y i n g on h i s other s ide , l e g should be worked whi le pressure is be ing put on





t he ne r ve , Th is w i l l r e l i e ve p a i n of l e g and lower b a c k , Several treatments
may b e requ i red f o r complete r e l i e f . For a r t h r i t i s I a l s o take t h r e e a sp i r i n
t ab l e t s , two to th ree hours apar t , o r one teaspoon o f Sa l i c i ony l once a day.

For BACK press on the nerve three inches f rom the h i p j o i n t to the back bone
(diagram 8 and 10) you w i l l fi n d a h i g h bone on each s i d e of t h e backbone
(diagram 8 and 11) you w i l l fi n d a nerve in t h e coup l i ng of the back and h i p
which is a h i g h bone. Press on each of the vertebrae from the coxa (daigram 13)
to the t o p of the spine (diagram 1h ) .

ASTHMA can be r e l i e v ed by sp ray i ng equal par ts of o i l o f wintergreen, o i l o f
peppermint and o i l of tu rpent ine by an atomizer t h rough each n o s t r i l . Wh i le
b e i n g sprayed the p a t i e n t shou ld breath deep i n t o the l ungs and exhale through
the mouth. Do t h i s as o f t en as needed. This seme sp ray w i l l cure sore throat,
b r onch i t i s and asthma i f used three t imes a day.

D r . Savage o f Nashv i l le gave t h i s spray t o my f a t h e r s e ven t y - fi v e years ago.
My fa t he r d ied a t t h e age o f n i n e t y - f o u r , H e used t h i s spray f o r h i s f am i l y and
I w i t h my f am i l y and it saved many a doctor's b i l l .

PNEUMONIA can be treated by u s i n g th ree ounces of l a r d or b u t t e r to two tablespoors
f u l l o f iod ine . Mix thorough ly and i t is ready f o r u se . Spread on chest o f
pa t i e n t and cover w i t h warmed flanne l c l o t h .

HEADACHE can be re l i e ved by pressing on the nerve at t h e base of t h e b r a i n (1 and
2 on diagram) an i n c h on each s ide of t h e backbone and on t h e nerve on the
r i g h t side h a l f way up the nec (1h on diagram). Press and re lease and r u b up
and down the r i g h t s ide, do t h i s th ree or f o u r times and your headache w i l l be
re l i e ved .

HYPERTENSION can be rel ieved by p ress i ng on the nerve an i n ch and a h a l f f rom
the backbone on e i t he r s ide (3 and h on diagram). Press and release several
times to b r i ng r e l i e f . There w i l l be a soreness here which w i l l be rel ieved
also.

COLON t roub le can be cured by d r i n k i n g two glasses of ho t water before breakfast .
Tcured preacher Hise of Winchester a f t e r t h e doctors had sa id he would have to
have an opera t ion . Hewas cured in three months. He t o l d me, "Mr. Gonce, I ! v e
got to q u i t u s i n g your medicine because I f e e l so good, I ' m a f r a i d I t l l h u r t
somebody."

PROSTRATE GLANDS can be c o n t r o l l e d b y d r i n k i n g two glasses o f h o t water before
break fas t and one-ha l f g lass o f h o t water be fo re t h e kidneys a c t . ‘Two vitettins
a day is good f o r t h i s a l s o . One is demanded,

HEMORRHOIDS OR PILES can be cured by us ing in rectum an ea r sy r i nge f u l l of
minera l o i l w i t h a few drops o f t u r pen t i n e i n i t . For f u r t h e r use, make a
so lu t i on of t h r ee ounces of hog l a r d , tablespoon of powdered camphor gum and
teaspoon o f oxide o f z ine and one-hal f teaspoon r ed p r e c i p i t a t e . Apply t h i s t o
t h e rectum a f t e r each bowel movement.

CONSTIPATION ~ Use two tab l e t s of M i l k of Magnesia a f t e r dinner and supper and
two at bed time, fo l lowed w i t h water.



INNER EAR TROUBLE - Pu t c o t t o n on a swab or match and swab out each ea r and

nos t r i l w i t cohol o r l i s t e r i n e mixed w i t h a l i t t l e water.

SINUS TROUBLE can b e r e l i e v e d b y u s i n g cotton o n two matches d ipped i n 10%
Solution of a rgy ro l and inse r t ed in each n o s t r i l . Drop fi v e drops on swab
in each n o s t r i l and r o l l head backward and forwards f o r twenty minutes and your
sinus w i l l be 0. K.

ACID STOMACH can be rel ieved by Tums or Rolaids or charcoal burned f rom cedar
or a heaping teblespoon of M i l k of Magnesia ~ 1+1/2 teaspoon of Golden Seal.

EXERCISE is always good f o r everyone, young or o l d , to keep the body in good
Shape. 4 f t e r d r i n k i n g your two glasses o f h o t water i n the morning, g o back t o
bed and do, your exercises. Move your eyes f rom side to s i d e , up and down 10
t i m e s . For the l e g s , l i e on your back and work your l e g s around clock-wise and
counter clock-wise from the h i p s . Work the arms around in t h e socket clock-wise
and counter c lock-wise. Hold head o f f s ide of t h e bed and r a i s e i t up and l e t
i t f a l l back s e v e r a l t imes.

For exercise of the hands use a b a l l of t i s s u e paper t h e s i z e of an Engl ish walnut.
G r i p t h i s paper ten times w i t h each hand.

More exercise f o r the l e g s would be to r a i s e each l e g ten t imes and lower s l o w l y
- t h i s w i l l t ake inches o f f t he tummy. Then rock l i k e rock ing in a rock ing chair
b y r a i s i n g y o u r s e l f u p and t r y i n g t o t o u c h your f e e t . This should r o c k you back
t o  s l e e p .

INSOMIA - I f bo thered w i t h t h i s , p ress on nerve on t o p shou lder about two inches

FUMIGATE a f t e r cach co ld by us ing a shovel of l i v e coals, pour powdered sulphur
on this and l e t each member of the f a m i l y get a w h i f f of i t , besides g e t t i n g to
e v e r y nook and cranny of house to k i l l t h e disease germs.

As I mentioned ea r l i c r, people came to me 300 miles f o r me to cure them, ye t
there are those w i th in two mi les of mewho wouldn!t l e t me touch them, which
proves t h a t the Sc r i p tu re t h a t "a prophet i s not w i t hou t honor save in h i s own
c o u n t r y " is p re t t y txue even in one's own houschold. I might add, if people mew
how to keep w e l l we‘fiouldn't need so many hosp i t a l s , o n l y c l i n i c s to teach them
how to keep we l l .
Here a re a fow o f my f r i ends t h a t know t h a t I have been cu r ing people f o r fi f t y
y e a r s :  - -

Cam Crabtree of Stevenson, Alabama Don Garner, Sherwood, Tennessee
Char l i e Jackson, Sherwood, Tennessee Mrs. W i l l Holder, Cowan, Tennessee
Everet t Hardison, Winchester, Tennessee Mrs. James Damron, Huntland, Tennessce
Preacher Hise, Winchester, Tennessee M r. James Damron, Huntland, Tennessee
Ouay Morgen, Nashvi l le, Tennessee Mr. dim Crownover, Sherwood, Tennessce
Preacher Dilbeck, Scottsboro, Alabama Mrs . Jim Crownover, Sherwood, Tennessee

These and many, many more. . .
TO KEEP COOL I woor two cubes of i c e wrapped in t e n p l y s of pape r, Kleenex or
Hapkins. Wrap t h i s in a handkerchief and pu t in o p l a s t i c b a g or use as is
and pu t i n cap o r h e t . Keep cool o r keep your head c o o l and you w i l l no t have
a hea t stroke or any k i n d of a stroke. I f i t gets too coo l add more paper.
This i s good f o r farmers, g o l f e r s , a th l e tes , boys and men who mow lawns.
CRAMPS IN LEGS ~ I press on.11 (as shown in diagram), or take qu in ine , two gra ins
twice daily, f o r one d a y.



POISON OAK ORPOISON IVY can a lso b e cured b y = i n g w i th G r i f fi n ' s White N a i l
Polish. it can c lso be cured by an o l d ointmen’ nat has been in t h e f a m i l y
f o r years, hav ing been used on my s i x ch i l d ren . The Number i s 134,732 a t
Crough's Drug Company, Winchester, Tennessee

B 13h 732
Mr. A. Gounce

Ammoniated Mercury Grs . 0
Zine Oxide EB} 2
Rose Water O in t QSAD 3 2
Mix and fi x Unguentum

S i g . App ly l o c a l l y as directed
D r . Robertson

©

INNER EAR TROUBLE may be t rea ted by dropp ing two drops of No. 112 179 in ear
once a day and pu t cotton in ea r to ho ld it in f o r two or th ree hou rs .

B 112 179
M r. A. Gounce

Otesmanen ear drops 15 cc
® S i g s Two drops in each ear tw i ce a d a y.

D r . G. E. Johnson

GAS ONSTOMACH can be cured by b u r n i n g red cedar i n t o charcoal . Le t i t coo l
and eat & piece as b i g as a pea . Tums and Rolaids and M i l k of Magnesia a r e a lso
good.
ATHLETE'S FOOT - Use p resc r i p t i on a t Crouch!s Drug S to re , Number 13h 732. App ly
tw i ce d a i l y . Fumigate shoes by u s i n g embalming fl w i d and l e t shoes d r y b e f o r e
u s i n g . Wash f e e t each day and use a n t i s e p t i c powder o n them.

UNITY

There are many voices f o r union, b u t few f o r u n i t y upon t h e simple teach ings
of Chr is t and the Apost les.

I t may be La te r t han you t h i n k , Uni ted we stend, d iv ided we f a l l .
We can delay the b a t t l e of Armageddon by u s i n g a l l forces f o r good u n i t i n g

on the p l a i n and simple commands w r i t t e n to guide u s . The Jews, Godts chosen
people, were carr ied i n t o Babylonian cap t i v i t y f o r 70 years because of i d o l a t r y
and we are headed to t e a t dest ruc t ion , i f we don ' t wake up to our respon‑
s i b i l i t y to obey a l l ‘the commands. Chr is t said, "I am the WAY, the TRUTH, and
the LIGHT." If anyone t r y to c l imb up any o the r way except t h rough Jesus Chr i s t ,
he i s a t h i e f and a robber.

I f w e could have used a l i t t l e common sense i n r e l i g i o n , the world could
have been converted to the p r inc ip le of the Golden Rule t h a t Ch r i s t gave uSe
But we are n o t s a t i s fi e d , wewant t o i n j e c t what we th ink , ins tead o f f o l l ow i n g
what He sa id . Wehave ou r p e t b e l i e f s when we should have n o be l i e f except t o
obey a l l the commends, no t what we would l i k e to obey. U n t i l t hen , and o n l y
then, can r e l i g i o n have i t s r i g h t f u l p l a ce i n t h i s wor ld . W eare now l i v i n g i n a
wor ld t o r n w i t h s t r i f e and the re is no peace wi thout u n i t y . Un i ted we could
ca r r y t h e wor ld f o r Ch r i s t i n one decade. "Onward Ch r i s t i an So l d i e r s " , our
p a t t l e c r y w i l l be the same, no uncertain bugle c a l l . Now, we are send i ng m i s ‑
sionaries to a l l par ts of t h e world, t r y i n g to make prosely tes f o r our sect and
b e l i e f , when in f a c t , we a r e so d iv ided t ha t we cannot even pu t up a semblance
o f u n i t y a t home.

Weare s t r i v i n g to out-do t h e o the r, b u i l d fi n e churches, b u t what we need
is more people in the churches t h a t a re b o r n in Ch r i s t ' s Kingdom.



Ch r i s t t o l d Nicodemus, except ye are t o r n of the water and of the s p i r i t ,
y e cannot enter i n t o the kingdom o f heaven. I f a l l t h e r e l i g i o u s grovps would
restore t h e Gospel o f Chr i s t , H ewould fi g h t o u r b a t t l e s . I f God i s f o r us,
who can be aga ins t us? God is not pleased w i t h t h e d ivers ion in the Church and
we are go ing t o pay f o r our s i n . There i s one c l a im i ng t o be God on ear th, s i t ‑
t i n g on a th rone , add ing to the B i b l e . That was forbidden by John in t h e l a s t
chap t e r of Revelat ion. I f we don ' t set ou r house in order, we can expect to be
destroyed by t h e atom bomb.

Was Ch r i s t divided? Did H e have 2 m u l t i p l i c i t y o f heads? Did H edie i n
vain? I f not, why can ' t the ones t ha t claim to be Chr i s t i ans worsh ip and commune
together here on earth? There w i l l be no l i t t l e here and there in heaven, b u t
a l l w i l l be one in Ch r i s t . Why can ' t we read the B ib le and f o l l ow the commands
w i t h o u t t he h ie rachy c o n s t r u i n g i t f o r u s , “The way i s s o p l a i n , though h e b e
a way-far ing man, though a f o o l , he cennot e r r t he re i n . " U n t i l we can l e a r n to
do t h i s , we cannot expect to have peace. Because we are be i ng r u l e d by t h e
doctrines end precepts o f men t h a t n u l l i f y the Sc r i p t u r e s and make i t void, we
may fi n d our l o t w i t h the fi v e foo l i sh v i r g i n s . I t i s n o t enough t o teach pa r t
of the commands, and n u l l i f y t h a t which is no t popu la r. There a r e many do ing
j u s t t h a t , b u t t h e y w i l l no t res t o n fl o w e r y beds o f ease. Nei ther w i l l t h e y
enter in at t h e narrow ga te . Read your Bible, i f your preacher is no t preaching
a l l t h e commands, you had b e t t e r c a l l h i s hone or you w i l l be pertakers of h i s
s i n . "Come ovt f rom among them." Obey Ch r i s t end the Apostles f o r t h e y were
i n sp i r e d . Most preachers are consp i r ing to b u i l d up t h e i r pres t ige and l o r d i t
over t h e members. .

The t rue fo l lowers of C h r i s t who read t h i s w i l l say "Amen", and t h e d e v i l
w i l l s a y "avay w i th such bunk." "Do not be deceived, God is not mocked. What‑
soever 2 man soweth tha t sha l l he a lso reap . "

‘ Anyone who w i l l read t h i s c a r e f u l l y and p raye r f u l l y, w i l l know I amconcern‑
e d about h i s sou l . Those who w i l l not heed, w i l l have e t e r n i t y t o wish t h e y had.
Satan i s going up and down t h i s world s cek i ng whom he may devour. Don!t l e t him
f o o l you, b r o t h e r.

Yours f o r a United Church,

“ A . A. Gonce, S r .

READ AND LIVE MY BROTHER

Who amI tha t I can t e l l mybrother how to feed t h e widows and orphans
and to keep thyse l t unspotted from t h e vor ld? Whom am I to t e l l my bro ther
how, when t h e B i b l e does no t t e l l us how to feed t h e widows and orphans? ‘ h o
amI t ha t I can t e l l mybro ther which way and command him to obey my way? Who
amI t h a t w i l l no t a l low him the p r i v i l ege t o obey His way? Whom amI t h a t
would divide the church because t h e y don ' t see the same as I? Read Romans 16:17
which says, "Mark them t h a t cause d i v i s i o n and offence, c on t r a r y t o t h e doc ‑
t r i n e s you hove learned and avo i d them, f o r t h e y t h a t a r e such serve not our
Lord Jesus Ch r i s t b u t t he i r own b e l l y . By good words and f a i r speeches deceive
the hearts o f t h e s imp le . "

/ Whom amI tha t I might p lead w i t h you? TIhave been an ordained Elder f o r
58 years without a s i ng l e omission and worshipped in t h e Lord's Church f o r 73
years. I an 86 vears of age and w i l l soon stand before the Just Judge. I
would no t be pleased to see you condemned to outer darkness away f rom t h e face
o f the Lord . I ampray ing f o r you bro the r t ha t you repent and ask t ha t you may
l i v e in u n i t y w i t h those who have been washed in the Blood of the Lamb.



May God bless you to make t h e r i g h t dec is ion wh i l e you have t ime.

Your Brother,

A. 4. Gonce, S r .

A SONG OF LIFE
BY

J. W. GONCE

INTRODUCTION:
John W, Gonce was bo r n November 22, 1819 and l i v e d m t i l October 13, 193.
He studied law, b u t a f t e r l o s i n g h i s hear ing he became a farmer. He farmed

t h e l a n d t h a t h i s g r and - f a t he r Anderson had owned - the r i c h v a l l e y o f Crow
Creek. Later he became an inventor and menufactured h i s own invent ions in a
company knowm as the Gonce Lock Manufactur ing Plant in Chettanooga,Tennessee.
John Lemial Gonce, mybrother, assis ted in t h i s work. Myfa ther and mother
l i v e d 17 years in Miami, F lor ida . This poem was wri&ten dur ing those yea r s .
His parents d i cd e a r l y and he l i v e d w i t h h i s grand- fa ther Anderson. He rode
behind h i s g r and - f a t he r t o see the l a y i n g o f t h e cornerstone f o r Sewanee Un i ‑
v e r s i t y . H e l a t e r a t tended Sewanee and ed i ted i t s fi r s t school paper, "The
Purple" This poem was wr i t t en us ing a l l t he one s y l l a b l e words t h a t have the
same sound. It t c l l s the s t o r y of h i s l i f e .

ALPHA

When law was weak and w i l l was strong,
Our b r i g h t c h i l d days were sweet and l o ng ,
Then thought no t we of r i g h t or wrong,
Then reckoned no t we of whip or thong,
Where shade was dense and fi s h d i d throng,
We sought the streams t r i t h barb and prong,
dnd l i f e was l i k e a grand, now song,
Pealed h i gh in chimes by b o l l and gong.
Of joys o f l i f e I love to s ing ,
One was on bank a perch t o s l i n g ,
Which took myworm t o b e the t h i n g ,
And l i k e the y o u t h must have i t s fl i n g ;
A s u p from weeds o r grass t h e y s p r i n g ,
O r down the fi e l d s o r vales they swing,
I loved to shoot sw i f t q u a i l on wing,
T i l l n i g h t come o n and cow b e l l s r i n g .
With gun in rack , fi s h l i n e on spoo l ,
As days grow shor t and n i gh t s t u r n cool,
I q u i t these sports to rush to school,
There learned to th ink and not to d roo l ,
Old t r u t h s and f a c t s i n mind t o poo l ,
L e s t I be classed as dunce or f o o l ,
And pass mydays d rea r on a s too l ,
Or be some st rong man's slave or t o o l .



The dreams of you th must have an end,

There's work to do and hea l t h to tend,
Give up o l d l o ves and heartaches mend,
What can ' t be broke must y i c l d o r bend,
H i s aims of l i f e must have a trend,
H e hopes and fears must s t r i v e t o blend,
When he can ' t carn, s t i l l he must spend,
Or love w i l l f a i l and hate may rend.

With cares t o crow and i l l s t o g r i n d ,
Through Fate's deaf t r a i l s I grope and wind,
For love to show and t i e s to bind,
l i f e ' s f r u i t s I s to re t o seed from r i n d ,
The years g l i d e by and b r i n g to mind,
That Hewho made us w i l l be kind,
I f w eb e not too slow o r b l i n d ,
To search His book, His Ways to fi n d .
Two r u l e s o f hea l t h the o l d should h o l d
Go, seek t he sum, shun the co l d .
Far south I fl y when F a l l grows o l d ,
There age drops o f f and f a i t h runs bo l d ,
To b u i l d f o r those a t home and mold
That which may n o t be bought or sold,
And where h i s sheep may come to f o l d ,
A house to them worth more t han g o l d .

Day ends and draws in n i g h t to show,
A host o f wor lds a l l made to g l ow,
So men may gaze and yearn to know,
Why l i g h t s s o s w i f t cond t ime s o slow,
What makes trees bloom and the buds blow,
How r a i n and sun from God's b r i g h t bow,
And cause His g r a i n and grass to grow,
What's h i s law f o r a l l , h i gh and low?

OMEGA

L i f e ' s press I t v e t r o d t o r im from core,
w r L i f e ' s seas I ! v e sa i l ed t o deep from shore,

My years have run f a r past f o u r score,
Soon out through death as through a door,
This mind and sou l of mine w i l l soar,
T i l l God, His Gates of Pearl w i l l lower,
And l i f t our frames from earth 's c o l d fl o o r,
Whence t ime s h e l l end and be no more.

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH ON CROW CREEK

As mentioned here to fo re , I amnear c i g h t y - s i x years o l d and w i l l stand
be f o r e t he Just Judge. I wish t o admit I may have been too hard on some t ha t
d i f f e r from our b e l i e f . My great-grandfather came f rom Scot land e s s c e e e e

He was a p ro f e s so r o f Math i n t h e Edinburgh Co l lege i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t he
17th Century before Alexander Campbell was e v e r heard o f . He came to Kentucky
Alabama and Tennessee. He surveyed a l l of North Alabama wh i le the Indians were
s t i l l in Alabama and Tennessee, before t h e y t ook them to the I n d i a n Reservation.
He b rough t t h e saying o f "Speak where the B ib l e speaks and be s i l e n t where the
Bible i s s i l e n t . "



My Mother said t h a t Jim and Clay Caperton l i k e d to hear him t a l k and discuss

the Sc r i p tu res . She t o l d them not to ge t offended as he d id no t have much pat ience
with those vho d i d not or would not see t h e Scr ip tu res as he d i d , He would say
"Hoot, toot , you f o o l you, you haven't got any sense , " There were many sincere
people vho died martyrs as some Bap t i s t s d i d f o r t h e i r b e l i e f . Paul persecuted
the Christians and God converted him t o C h r i s t i a n i t y o n the road t o Damascus. Yet ,
many people do many th ings today contrary to t h e Sc r i p t u res . They are l ead away
by f a l s e t e a che r s , I am going t o c a l l you b r o t h e r o r s i s t e r i f you w i l l read and
t r y to fi n d the r i g h t way and correct it as myfa t he r and I d i d , Same be l ieve
once saved, always saved, which is contrary to t h e Scr ip ture . I hope and p ray
t ha t Chr is t w i l l f o r g i v e them; I p lead w i t h you t o read the B ib le .

F a i t h o n l y is another p e t b e l i e f , bu t t h e Scripture doesn't teach anything
of t he k ind. Meet ing on t h e fi r s t day of the week is neglected by many who c a l l
themselves Christ ians.

A l l t h a t have been converted by Acts 2:36, I can "brother" and "s i s te r " you;
bu t to them t h a t say you are saved before baptism, and one church is as good as
another, I can ' t .

Myfa ther ' s mother d ied when he was e i g h t weeks o l d . His f a t h e r d ied when
he was e i g h t years o l d ; he was an orphan, He would read t h e B ib le t r y i n g to
convert my mother to h i s be l i e f . Grandmother, t h e daughter of Andrew Ta y l o r , was
p r a c t i c a l l y a mother t o him. H e would ask he r what d i f f e r e n t passages o f Sc r ip tu re
meant and she would say, " I f I t o ld you what I thought i t meant, you might argue
wi th me, b u t y ou can't argue w i t h the B ib le . My mother and grandmother Love l l
helped p l a n t t h e church here on Crow Creek.

Jonathan and Wil l iam Crownover b u i l t the fi r s t church near Crownover grave‑
yard in 183. The Yankees burned it down in 186k. There were nine members,
Jonathan Crownover and h i s w i fe , William Crownover and wi fe , John F, Anderson and
w i f e (who was a Hendrix), A l l en S ing l e t on , Lee Merriweather and Turney Crownover
who l a t e r moved to Br idgepo r t .

John F, Anderson b u i l t the second church near the Russell p lace on t h e Anderson
farm*about 1870. Tennessee H i s t o r y says tha t he was a member of the Church of
Chr is t and tha t he hi red t h e preachers and fi r e d them if t h e y d idn ' t preach the
B i b l e , The p lace where th@ church was b u i l t was cal led Ebenezer,

Mrs , Knox Moore, S r . said tha t mother had been t r y i n g to get father to bu i l d
a church at Anderson. One t ime he was r e a l s ick and asked he r to pray f o r h im ,
She t o l d him she w o l d if he would bu i l d a church at Anderson. Hed i d and to ld me
it d idn ' t cost him anything as h i s stocks had increased in value, thanks to the
Lord, enough t o pay f o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e church. H e sa t day i n and day out
superv is ing eve r y d e t a i l . He even climbed up on the r o o f to see i f i t was right.
He l e f t some money t o c o l l e c t i n t e r e s t a n i h e used t o take care o f the chu r ch ,

H e a l s o l e f t money t o keep the Gonce b u r i a l p l o t c lean. Some years ago
Helen Gonce Luther (Mrs, W. E, Luther) of Dickson, Tennessee, my younger s i s t e r
came to Anderson and found ca t t l e grazing in the v a l l e y below our grave p l o t . She
learned t h i s v a l l e y had been sold. So, she bought it and had it designated f o r a
cemetery, She has deposited money to keep it up in t h e f u t u r e , It is called
"Memorial H i l l " Cemetery.

My brother and l i t t l e John Gonce, b u i l t a church at Gonce, Alabama, where .
eleven o f us ch i ld ren were bom, seven boys and f o u r girls. am



My f a t h e r and I were Elders in denominational churches b u t read ourselves

out of them. My f a t he r was persecuted by h i s former bre thren, bu t he said,
"They can ' t keep me out of Heaven and if t hey dontt wake u p , T won't be see ‑
i n g them aga in . " They should l i s t e n to the r i c h man in torment. You have
on l y one sou l to save. You on l y have one chance, don't muf f i t , don' t j o i n
mychurch, f o r I haven't a n y. Ch r i s t d i e d f o r h i s Church and he has promised
to save the body, the Church. Are you in h i s body, t he Church? Matthew
16:13, 20, h e t e l l s u s about b u i l d i n g h i s church. And we fi n d out b y r e a d i n g
the Sc r i p t u r es t ha t he car r i ed out h i s i n t en t i ons . Wehear people b e l i t t l e
the Church of Christ, saying one church is as good as another. That is so i f
t hey aren ' t in His Church, or body. There is no other name given in Heaven
or on ear th whereby man can be saved except through Ch r i s t .

Dontt l e t them f o o l you, brother, f o r what is a man p r o fi t e d i f he g a i n
the whole wor ld and lose h i s own soul? What would he g ive in exchange f o r
h i s soul? For t he Son of man s ha l l come in the g l o r y of h i s Father w i t h h i s
angels and then he s h a l l reward everyone acco rd ing to h i s works.

I have been a Bishop or Elder in t h e Church of our Lord f o r over fi f t y ‑
e i g h t years . I have never claimed to be a Shepherd over a n y b u t t he l o ca l
congregat ion. I f I was to be c a l l e d before. t he United Nations as Pope Paul
was, I would read to them %. 20:4. "Thou sha l t n o t make unto Thee any graven
image or any likeness of anything in heaven above or t ha t is in t h e ear th
beneath or t h e t is in the water t h a t is under t he ca r t h . Thou sha l t not bow
down thyse l f t o thom." The Chr i s t t h a t I worship i s a l i v e i n heaven a t t he
r i g h t hand o f God, p l ead i ng f o r you and f o r me, i f we w i l l ask Him He i s j u s t
and r igh teous to f o r g i v e us ou r t respasses . We should not worsh ip t h e Cross
b u t t h e Chr i s t who died upon t h e Cross .

CHEROKEE INDIANS

Here is to the State of Alabama where I was born and to Tennessee where
I have l i v e d 65 years, the Garden Spot of t he World; no wonder t h e Indians
l i k e d i t .

I ' m w r i t i n g about the Cherokee Ind ians . I would l i k e to enter t h i s as
a b r i e f h i s t o r y of the Indians in Alabama, East Tennessee, Western North
Caro l ina and North Gebreia and t h e i r a s sog i a t i o n w i t h the whi te man.

Jackson County was organized December 13 , 1812, December 1h, 1819 it was
admitted to the Union. Bel fonte was the County Seat u n t i l December 1859.
Scottsboro became the County Seat December 13, 1868. Jackson County was
acquired from t h e Cherokee Indians by a t r e a t y s igned at New Echols on
Decemter 29, 1835, A l l , or p a r t , of t h e county South and East of t he Tennessee
River, Congress passed a law f o r t h e removal of a l l the Cherokee Indians to
t h e Ind ian Te r r i t o r y . One f a c t i o n headed b y Ch i e f John Ross, opposed the
removal of t h e Indians from t h e i r na t i ve homes f o r a thousand years or more.
It was a b l o t on the Uni ted States of America. One out of seven d i e d on t h e
jou rney. It was t r u l y named " T r a i l of Tears" to Oklahoma. They were t rea ted
as pr isoners of wa r. OD . S t r ee t says the re were fi v e Crow Towns, one at
RunningWater Br idge, one at Nickajack Cave, where t h e dam is be ing b u i l t ,
on t h e Tennessee River, one at Lookout Mountain, one at Long I s l a nd near
Br idgepor t , Alabama and a l a r g e one on Crow Creek or what is now Anderson,
Tennessee in F rank l i n Coun t y. The Cherokee and Creek Indians f ough t a
fi e r c e b a t t l e at Mountain Creek at Trenton, Georgia in 1755. The Cherokee
overcome the Creeks o r Red St i cks and t hey s igned a f r i e n d s h i p t r ea t y wh ich
l a s t e d u n t i l 1813, At t h i s time t h e Cherokee were f r i e n d l y to the Uni ted =
States Government.



They fu rn ished 800 so ld ie rs to General Jackson under Chief Jonaluski

f r om these Crow Toms. Jackson was fi g h t i n g - Creeks at Horseshoe Bend.
They had Jackson n e a r l y whipped. Jonaluski caught the tomahawk t ha t was
aimed at Jackson and saved h i s l i f e . A f t e r the ba t t l e , Jackson t o l d
Ch ie f Jonaluski t h a t as l o n g as t h e sun shines end the grass grows we w i l l
b e f r i e n d s . I n l ess t han two years Jackson had General Sco t t round up a l l
the Cherokees and p u t them in stockades, end then had them guarded u n t i l
t h e y rounded up enough to ca r r y them to the West. F i f t een thousand d ied
on the way; about 2,000 escaped in the Smokies and Cumberland Mountains in
Tennessee, Alabama, and No r t h Carolina. ‘he Cherokees owe t h e i r existence
to a white man, C o l , William Holland Thomas, a dutchman; as a t rade r he
made a fortune by t r a d i n g w i t h the Indians and l o s t i t fi g h t i n g t o save them.
The Indians c a l l e d h imWi l lusk i or L i t t l e W i l l i e . Hewas a cous in of
Zachery Tay lo r, a President of the United States; a l s o a cous in of Andrew
Tay l o r , my grea t g rend fa ther. Jonaluski, fi n d i n g t h a t young Thomast f a t he r
had d ied before he was born and he had no brother, he adopted him and
ra i sed him as h i s own s o n , He t o l d Thomas the t ime w i l l come when my people
w i l l need a powe r f u l ch ie f who can t a l k f o r them, you w i l l r u l e when I am
gone.

Young Thomas was accepted by t h e Cherokee t r i b e . In a few months
Jonaluski became i l l and had a dream. “hen he awoke he ca l l e d the Indians
toge the r and t o l d them he had been in the s p i r i t w o r l d , The s p i r i t sent me
back w i t h a message, "The Cherokee must no t d r i nk any more whiskey." He
ca l l e d a counc i l o f a l l the Indians and gave an account o f what the Great
S p i r i t s a i d , He had Thomas to w r i t e a "Temperance P l e d g e . " Jonaluski s igned
it and had each Ind i an to s i g n it by making h i s mark. The Cherokee k e p t
i t under pena l t y o f be ing lashed in p u b l i c .

Young Thomas went to work under Fe l i x Walker, under a three-year con ‑
t r a c t . Walker got i n t o p o l i t i c s and soon went broke. H ewas not able t o
pay Thomas so tu rned over the remaining s tock in Soco t r a d i n g pos t and some
law books w i c h came i n handy i n l a t e r y e a r s .

When Thomas was 15 years o ld, Sequoyah evolved the Cherokee Sy l l ab ra ry. .
Governor Nickelson of South Carolina had v is i ted the ch ie fs of 37 towns
(Cherokee) in 1731, out of t h i s conference had come a t r e a t y by which t r a d i n g
methods were regu la ted and the boundarios between the i r t e r r i t o r y and the
Eng l i sh settlement Sgreed upon and an agent was appointed to superv ise t h e i r
a f f a i r s . He, the Governor, d i d no t e x p l a i n t h a t he hed reduced the Cherokee
ranging where they pleased to t h a t of depondent vassels w i th boundaries
fixed by a Colonial Governor, The negot ia t ions had been accomplished by a
cess ion of l a n d in North and Carolina, Tcemessce and Alabama. This was a
cla im of 125,000 square miles, t hen it was reduced to 13,000 square m i l e s .
By t h i s t ime the Cherokees were be i ng rounded wp f o r en exodus to the West;
This was in 1838, Thomas had lea rned t h e I n d i a n language as we l l as h i s o m .
Deal ing w i t h the Indians he was f a i r i n ba rga i n i ng f o r t h e i r skins and gen ‑
s i n g . They dug genseng and o t he r herbs on t h e s ides o f the moun ta ins ,

Thomas bought a fa rm on the Tuckasegee above the present town of
Whitaker. Hec a l l e d h i s home Tekoa. General Rutherford dest royed Tekoa during
t h e Revolut ionary War.

Genera l S c o t t made an egreement w i t h Thomas t h a t if he 'd b r i n g Tesali, h i s
son and b ro the r - i n - l aw i n , he 'd make a r e s p i t e w i th Thomas to leave t h e
thousand Ind ians in the mountains i n c l ud i ng Ch i e f Jonaluski . Thomas b rough t
t h e three Ind i ans i n and turned them over t o Sco t t who shot them, t i e d to
t r ees .



-homas immed ia t e ly went t o Washington end made some a r rangement f o r a
p e r m a n e n t s e v v e m e n t . n t h e m e a n t i m e J o n a l u s k i , h e w a s o v e r e i g h t y , had
s i x b i g b r a v e s t o c a r r y h i m t o t h e To w n H o u s e o n S o c o . r e s a l d , " I am an
old man. I am going where the sun meets the night, bu t on going I commend
you to my son, Wiluski, or Little Willie as your Chief , a c c e p t h i m f o r y o u r
Chief. He i s s t r o n g , he knows t h e way of t h e whi te man and he knows the
h e a r t o f t h e r e d m a n . L i s t e n to him, a c c e p t his a d v i c e , my wish i s t h a t he
wall . s u c c e e d m e a s y o u r C h i e r

T h o m a s s t e p p e d i n w i t h a n i d e a , h e b o u g h t 5 0 , 0 0 0 a c r e s f r o m t h e G o v e r n -
m e n t . Andrew Ta y l o r , my g rea t g r a n d f a t h e r , s u r v e y e d i t f o r h i m , had
surveyed 125,000 acres, the fi r s t allotment. The second treaty was for
4 3 , 0 0 0 a n d a s t e r t h e s e c o n s w e r e d e s u r o y e d , he bought 57 ,000 a c r e s in the
Smokies to be held in trust u n t i l t h e I n c a n could holy t i t l e
to his om land. Thomas l a i d o f f t h i s l a n d i n t o fi v e d i s t r i c t s o r t o w n s .
He named one B i rd Town, one P a i n t Town, one Wolf Town, one Yellow Hill and
o n e b i g c o v e . He a l s o d r e w up a s i m p l e corm o f g o v e r n m e n t . He s t i l l fought
o r t h e r i g h t s o f t h e C h e r o k e e . H e d i s c o v o r e d h i s f o r t u n e h a d v a n i s h e d .
He died a t 88 years of age in 1893, when I was four years old. His mother
must have been a s i s t e r of Zach and Andrew Taylor. They were cousins of
Colonel Thomas, the White Chief of the Cherokce.

It is a pity the Civil R i g h t s Law w a s n o t w r i t t e n b e f o r e t h e t r u e
o w n e r s o f t h i s l a n d w e r e d e p r i v e d o f c i t i z e n s h i o a n d a l l r i g h t s t o '. c a m l a n d

• r v o r e . enero, atso h e ones that proace tot men are created equal?.. Let
t h e m d e m a n d n a t t h e r e d man b e r e s t o r e d t o t h e i r r i g h t s . T a y l o r s w e r e
f r i ends of the Cherokee.

Thomas immediately went to Washington cnd made some arrangement f o r a

permanent settlement. In t h e meantime Jonaluski, he was over e i g h t y, had
s i x b i g braves to c a r r y him to the Town House on Soco. He said, "I aman
o l d man. I am going where t h e sun meets t h e n i g h t , b u t on going I commend
you to myson, Wiluski, or L i t t l e W i l l i e eas your Chief, accept him f o r your
Ch ie f . He is s t rong , he knows the way o f t h e white man and he knows the
hear t of the r e d man. L is ten to him, accept h i s advice, myw i sh is t h a t he
w i l l succeed me as your Ch i e f .

Thomas stepped in w i t h an idea, he bought 50,000 acres f rom t h e Govern‑
ment. Andrew Taylor, my grea t g rand fa ther, surveyed i t f o r him, as he had
surveyed 125,000 acres, t he fi r s t al lotment. The second t r e a t y was f o r
43,000 and a f t e r these towns were destroyed, he bought 57,000 acres in the
Smokies to be he ld in t r u s t u n t i l t he I nd i an could ho ld a t i t l e or deed
t o h i s orm land . Thomas l a i d o f f t h i s l and i n t o fi v e d i s t r i c t s o r t om s .
He named one B i r d Town, one Paint Town, one t o l f Town, one Yellow H i l l and
one B i g Cove, He also drew up a simple fo rm of government. He s t i l l f ough t
f o r t he r i g h t s o f the Cherokee. He d iscovered h i s fo r tune had vanished.
He d ied at 88 years of age in 1893, when I was f o u r y e a r s o l d . H is mother
must have been a s i s t e r o f Zach and Andrew Ta y l o r . They were cousins o f
Colonel Thomas, the White Chief of t h e Cherokce.

I t i s a p i t y the C i v i l R ights Law was no t w r i t t e n before the t rue
owners o f t h i s l a n d were depr ived o f c i t i z e n s h i p and a l l r i g h t s t o ‘ . cw i l a n d
or vote. Where are t h e ones t ha t preach - 11 men are crea ted equal? Let
them demand t ha t t h e r e d man be r e s t o r e d t o t h e i r r i g h t s . The Tay l o r s were
f r iends of the Cherokee.


